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Senſe and Reaſon; ſo, betwixt their Objects, Viſibles 


poſitions Contra and Super). This is my very Caſe 


* your Lea 


GENTLEMEN, 


ERE the Ramiſh Religion (as to other part 
of it) never ſo agreeahle to Human Reaſon 
and Divine Revelation; were it never ſo cligible for 
the Legality of its Miniſtry, the Soundneſs of its 
Doctrine, and the Purity of its Worſhip; yet that 
one Impoſition of Tranſubſtantiation alone, would 
force me from its Communion, becaule that deſtroys 
the Teſtimony of my Senſes, and deprives me of that 
very Evidence by which I am aſſurd of the Being of 
Religion it ſelf, or that there ever was ſuch a Perſon 
as the blefſed Jeſus, the Author of it. (I muſt ſtop 
here, to warn Socinians, Infidels, &c. not to turn 
this Argument againſt the Myſteries of our own 
Church; For, as there is a wide Difference betwixt 


and Inviſibles, Tangibles and Intangibles, &c. as like- 
wile (which they 3 very well) betwixt the Pre- 


with you, as you diſtiaguiſh your ſelves by tbe 
Name of Tories. Your warm Diſputes for the | 
Church of England, lapplaud; your forward De- yg *? 
fence of Epiſcopacy and Monarchy, I praiſe and aſſiſt; 
your loyal Profeſſions of Obedizncs and Submiſſion, 
1 ever 2 hal in; nay, even the Extrayagancies of 
on theſe Subjects, your Heats and Paſſions, 

your very Clamours and Reproaches, I forgive and 
favour ; (as I would not refuſe a Nag, for ſometimes 
| A -2 over- 


(4) 


overlaſhing or interfering; if it proceeded from no 
worſe a Cauſe than High-mettle, Inexperience of his 
Ways, and a too great (ſeeming) Ambition to ho- 
nour his Rider), And were your Terms of Commu- 
nion thus general, I could eaſily conform; nay, no 
Argument ſhould keep me from you. But when you 
confine your ſelves within ſo narrow a Circle; when 
Nature, Reaſon, and even Senſe it ſelf, muſt be 
ſtrip'd off, before à Man can enter your Incleſures, 
I think I have no leſs Cauſe to complain of, than 
you to reproach my Non-admittance. If this be too 
ap ſpoken, I will retract it. But (to explain 
my {elt ). 1 1 
BY Nature, I mean that natural Principle of Se,“ 
Preſervation , which (together with thoſe natural 
| Paſfions of Fear, Anger, &c. which are excited to 
| » Its Support) is, by your Doctrine of unlimited Paſſive 
' "Obedience, &cc. totally ſacrificed to the Luſt, Ava-! 
rice, or Cruelty, of any ſuch Perſon, who, by God's 
"Permiſſ:on, (tho* perhaps by the Devil's Contrivance) 
may have ths Rule over us. I-fty, methinks Human 
ture it ſelf trembles, when we are told we cannot 
| be Tories, or even Church-Men, but by confeſſing 
| the Prince (whether by Conqueft, Election, or Inbe- 


* 


ritance, Nature makes no Diftinction, nor do your 


* 


| "felves agree in one); I ſay, that the Prince hath 
| fuch an abſolute unlimited Power over the Perſons 
and Poſſeſſions of all his Subjes, that they are 
| bound to fit {tall and ſee their Religion protan'd or 


|  extirpated; the Laws purchas'd by the Labour; the 
| Treaſure. and. the Blood of their. Fore-fathers diſ- 
pens'd with, or abrogated; their Poſſeſſions rapaci- 
ouſly devour'd ; perhaps, their Houſes and Cities, 
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CI} 
in 2 wanton Humour of Barbarity (as by Nero) 
| burn'd to Aſhes; their Sons ſold or ſacrificed; their 
Wives and Daughters raviſned; and themſelves 
ready to be butcher'd. (If it be odious (as I think 


) it is) to put ſuch Caſes, you muſt anſwer for it, who 
1 have ſo often affirm'd that no Caſe can be put). 
1 | Nature, you will grant, cannot but ſhrink at ſuch a 
e dreadful Theught : See then whether Reaſon (ac- 
8, cording to its Office) will correct Nature en ſuch a 
n Motion. | 

0 METHINKS my Reaſon tells me, that the 
WR Laws of every Nation were made to be obſerv'd by 


every Perſon in that Nation, as concern'd in them: 
And as every Perſon born under any Government (as 
Dr. Sacheverel obſerves) immediately becomes a Sub- 
Jett to the Laws of that Government; ſo, methinks, 
every Prince who ſueceeds to the CO of 
any Government, ſhould be thought oblig'd by thoſe 
Laws, by whoſe very Vertue he has his Succeſſion. 
That which confirms me in theſe Notions, 1s the re- 
peated Declarations of all Ranks ef Perſons in our 
own Nation. I will not bring you the Teſtimony 
of Parties concern'd, but of thoſe, whom you your 
{elves will own as the beſt of Mankind; who have 
ever made Acknowledgments, and even Panegy- 
ricks, ori the Rights, the, Liberties, and Immunities, | 
of the Engliſh People, The very beft of our King 
have confeſs*d and conſirmd them: King Charles the | 
Firſt, (of bleſſed Memory) profeſs'd to die for 
them; and our bleſſed Queen, (whom God pre- 
ſerve) has frequently promis 'd to cheriſh and mains | 

tain them. There is hardly a Divine, States-mau, or 
Lawyer, of any conſiderable Character, but recom— 

. mcnds 


— 2 


FS) 
mends and admires them. The late Houſe of Com- 
mons, in one of their firft Addreſſes to her Majeſty, 
aſſerts them; and even your moſt celebrated Tories, 
(whom you rejoyce to call Tackeys) carry'd them fo 
fax upon a certain Occaſion, that you remeinber the 
Queen Her ſelf reſented it as a dangerous Experiment. 
Now I pray you, what are theſe p rivilegss and Im- 
munities for which we ſo frequently extol our Con- 


ſtitution? Or what can be the Rights or Properties 


of that People, who have not a Right to defend 
their very Throats from Murderers and Afaſlins ; 
but whoſe Liberty, Religion, Lives, and almoſt Souls, 
are ſubje&t to the Tyranny, the Injuſtice, the Fury, 
the Phrenſy, and (why not) the Lunacy of the So- 
vereign 2 If theſe be our Duties, let us confeſs our 
ſelves Slaves, If the Laws of God and Man demand 
ſuch an Obedience, let- us prove 1t, confeſs it, and 
practice it, I fay, let us be conſiſtent, and not make 
2 Noiſe and Boaſting of our Laws and Conſtitutions, 
when the Word of one Perſon can deſtroy 'em both. 
I cannot ſubdue my Reaſon to your Principles, till 
you have remov'd or reconcil'd theſe groſs Contra- 


dlicliong. 


BUT not only (as you ſee) to Reaſon, but a 
Man muſt offer Violence to his Senſes themſelves, 
before he can imbrace ygur Interpugnant Notions. 


1-1 bluſh for you, when J offer you the Inſtance of the 


Either the Conduct of tlie Nation (in taking Arms 


evolution, it has been ſo often objected, but ne- 
ver anſwer' d. Have we not all ſeen one Prince diſ- 
plac'd, (or call it what you will) and another ſet 
in his Room? And do we not feel, as well as /ce, 
the happy Effects of that Alteration to this very Day ? 


{or 


(>) 
for the Prince of Orange) was Reſiſtance, or it was 
not, If you can have the Face to ſay it was not Re- 
ſiſtance, and lo not condemn d by you, grant us the 
Thing, and call it by what Name you pleaſe. If it 
Was Refhance and that Refflance lawful, then we 
have our Point: If unlawful, why do your ſelves 
injoy the Fruits ont? Why do you ſubmit (for 
I do not talk to Nenjurers ) and take Oaths to that 
Queen that reigns by it? And why doth that good 
Queen continue to poſſeſs a Throne obtain'd by 
thoſe very Means? I beg her Majeſty's Pardon! 
I moſt heartily and fancerely acknowledge her Here- 
ditary Right of Succeſſion ;, but I would ſay, it is im- 
poſſible ſhe ſhould ever have injc d that Right, but 
by the Revolution, If that was unlawful, that which 


Was gotten by it, is unlawfully poſſeſſed, and ought 


to be reſtor d; and the Oaths, we have unlawfully 
taken to ſupport it, to be repented of. How giddy 
is a Man render'd, by treading this Maze of Snares 
and Contradictions? And how hard is my Caſe, 
who muft {wallow theſe choaking and indigeſtible 
Abſuraities ;, or elſe fit down with the Character of 
a Whig, a Villain, a Traitor ? 

BUI this you will have to be the main Criterion 
betwixt a Tory and a Traitor; neither will you allow 


of any Medium. There are other leſs Diſputes be- 


twixt us, which indeed might be more eaſily ended; 
but as long as we differ in the Fundamentals, any 
ſinall Matter will be a Bone of Contention. Now 


I have began, I will take the Liberty juſt to mention 

them. 
I will not preſs you too cloſe with the firſt, vis. 
the indefeaſeble, &c. becauſe I find, that at preſent 
you 


* 


1 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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you are moſt of you willing to drop that of your own 


Atcord, as far às you can ſeparate it from Paſſive 


Obediente; and becauſe it is ungenerous to inſult 


you on that Subje& where it may be dangerous for 
you to make your bef Defence, But conſider I pray 


| you! Granting (what I readily grant and verily be- 
| 5 the Pretender to be ſpurious, how unhappy a 


Dilemma was this Nation in, who, according to 
your Doctrines, were forced to be Rebels on one ſide 
or other: And either to reſiſt God, by caſting off the 
divine begotten Heir; or to reſiſt his Vicegerent (who 
is unaccountable, uncontroulable, &.) by rejecting 
the Adopied? Do not ſay an Adoption is improba- 
ble, for it is our preſent Caſe: And, as at this time 


we abjure the Adopred, and injey the Begotten; ſo, 


in the next Succeſſion, we renounce tlie Begotten, 
and embrace the Adopted Heir. If you can run this 
Circle, without letting fall your Doctrine of inalinoa- 
ble, divine, bereditary Right, your Brains are ſted- 
dier than to be moved by the Force of Words or Ar- 
guments. *Tis not now to your Purpoſe to ſay, 
This is arguing a facto ad jus; for I ſpeak to you 
who have conform'd to the Revolution, and taken 
your Oaths to the Proteſtant Succeſſion : And if you 
will perſiſt to diſcover an Oppoſition betwixt Facdtum 
and 7s in your own Conduct; yet I pray you to 
pardon me, if I endeavour to maintain their Agree- 
ment in mne. 


E next Topick to the Indefeaſable, is ca- 


lummiating King William. I will not here revenge 


your Abuſes, by repeating them; nor will J declare 
what Inſults I have heard from you, and ſeen in 
you (to the Reproach of Chriſtianity) ou the Me- 

Fn tory 


69 
mory of his Perſon, his Reign, and even his Death. 
But recollect a little! Were not you his Swbjefs ? 
Were you not born or bred under him? Or, did 
not ſome of you tale the Oaths to him? Where is 
now your old Doctrine? Where is now your Zeal 
againſt Sedition, and ſpeaking Evil of Dignities 2 It 
his Dignity is dead to you but with his Perſon, and 
you did not reproach him 'till he ceas'd to be your 
King, yet thus it will be ſuſpected, that you were 
Rebels in your Hearts; and that your Obedience 
was for Wrath , rather than for Conſcience {ake. 
But to convince you (if poſſible) of your Folly and 
Singularity, as well as Inſolence, on this Subject. 
With what Reverence do our preſent Governours 
conſtantly treat this departed Prince? Ars we nt 
not commanded,and dotif*Fur QUEEN Her-ſelf joyn 
with us in an Yearly Commemoration of his Misſion 
to this Kingdom; and the moſt folemn Thankſsiving 
to Almighty God for the ineſtimable Bleſſings he 
brought with him hither 2 Does not our very Church 
{tile him our Glorious Deliverer; and is he ever men- 
tion'd by the great Legiſlature but with a Glorious 
Memory 2 The Inferences from all this are too plain 


to need Deſcription , but ſure you ſome-times forget 


that you are Tories. Whatever may be your private 
Sentiments, yet methinks the Authority of ſo many; 
and ſo great, ſhould make an humble Man at leaſt 
ſuſpect his Judgment: If 1 could not bridle my Judg- 


ment, I would ſurely my Jongue, and nor ſuffer it to 


rail (without the leaſt Prerence of Duty or Intereſt) 


' againſt the general Aſſent of Men and Nations; a- 


gainſt my own Practice and Pretencès; againft the 
Declarations of my Gove#nours, Civil and Ecclejta- 


tick; againſt the ſolemm Ordinanzes of my Chureb; | 


B 
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' evidently prove. For that great 
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and the ſacred Gommands of GO D Himſelf That 
which aggravates this Crime, the very ſame Perſons 
who are thus induſtrious tg abuſe King William, how 
den laviſh are they in their Praiſes and Bleſſings 
on Dr. Scheu? What! has the Doctor done more 
than Deliver us from Slavery and Popery Or, has 
he done any thing contrary to that Deliverance, that 
the Praiſes of the one, muſt needs, forſooth! be built 
on the Reproaches of the other. | 
THE mention of this war-like Prince has often 
naturally brought down our Diſcourſe to the late 
War: Againſt which, how frequently have you ob- 
jected and lamented, that it was entaiPd on Her Ma- 
jeſty and the Nation by the (41d Prince? I confeſs, I. 
eve aſſerted (to avoid your Inſults) that the Far was 
awful, Neceſſary, and beneficial: If Neceſſary, I have 
argued, that it was taken up for ſome neceſſary Ends, 
and not to be laid down 'till tholg neceſſary Ends were 
obtain'd. Frighted with this Conſequence, you have 
conſtantly deny'd it to be either Lawful, Neceſſary, 
or Beneficial. What I then oy argued, I can now 
relate *, (whom we 
all equally honour) has publickly pronoune'd before 
QUEEN and Parliat, That it was both Lawful and 
Neceſſary; and even Dr. Sache himſelfacknowledges 
it to be Beneficial; for that, The Glorious Peace obtain'd 
by it, exceeds all that ever theſe Nations were yet bleſs d 
with, | 
ON diſcourſe of the Var, a proper Incident is the 
Behaviour of fhe Allies; among whom the Dutch are 
never to be forgotten, but proceeded againſt with ſuck 
Scurrility of Invectives, ſunk under their own Vaters 
with ſuch bitter Execrations, that, I declare, I have 


PF "ROS, ET 7 n 


| * Bp. Hooper in his Sermon on the Peace, 


Vaters 
have 
often 
ten 


(11) 
often been afraid to offer a Syllable in their Behalf: 
Yet why ſhould I deny, that I have ſome {mall Reſpe& 
for that People, who are treated with ſuch particular 
Honour by our QUEEN and Parbat; who are in 
the moſt ſtrict Alliance of Friendthip with our Nation; 
who are made Guarantees (even by the preſent Mini- 
ſtry) for the Succeſſion to our Throne; and whom 
my good Biſhop afore-faid (in his ſaid Sermon on the 
Peace) profeſſedly mentzons with Honour, and recom- 
mends to our Hnitat ion. | 
YOUR laſt Reſort, your head Magazine of Tri- 
umphs and Exultations, is Dr. Sach. Here, I con- 
feſs, I have been forc'd tq keep Silence, for tear of 
being Mobb'd : (For that too has been ſome-ti:ne the 
Defence of Paſ/rve Obedience). I know not how it 
comes to paſs; but whether there is ſome ſecret Magick 
in the Name of Sach&#l; or, whether all his Yotaries 
' are inſpir'd with his own Spirit; there is no leſs Ha- 
zard in oppoling the Engliſh Doctor, than there was in 
endeavouring to pull down the Great Diana of the 


Epheſians. | 
WHAT I would have offerd is this; That it 


feem'd to me to ſavour of Inſolence, and a litttle to 


| break in upon the Do@rines of Submiſſion, &c. in ſo 
tumultuous a manner, with ſuch Shouts aud Accla- 
nations, to extol and gloxify that Perſon, who (how- 
ever innocent or Meritorious, yet) was Arraign d, and 
found Guilty of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours, by, 
and before our own QUEEN and Parkew,, the moſt 
Auguſt Aſſembly of Judicature in the whole World. 
Oh! But (you will ſay) he was the Cauſe of the 
Change of the Miniſtry, and all the happy Conſequen- 
ces of that! T was he that op2ned the Peoples Eyes ; 
and the QUEEN too (forſooth) had continued in 
3 2 Bling- 


1 


Blindneſs, but for his wonderful Operations! Grant- 
ing at preſent all you demand (before Experience has 
ſhew'n us) about the Happineſs of the Change, Cc. 
Pray how was he the Cayſe 2 Or, By what new In- 
vention did he enlighten your Eyes? He preach'd 2 
loud ratthng Sermon, garniſh'd ('tis true) with a de- 
cent Competency of Aſperity of Expreſſion, but verily 
witkout the leaſt Satyr or ſharpneſs of Intention, This, 
I know, will anger you; But why ſhould you expect 
me to ſay leſs, when himſelf and his Counſel have ſaid 
more? Do they not all declare and proteſt, that thoſe 
bard Expreſſions, for which he was accusd, were free 
from all Reflection and Imputation, and mean't not 
the leaſt Harm or Cenſure on thoſe in Power? Do not 
the Glofles they put upon the Sermon make it lignity 


juſt Nothing 2 So that either he never deſign d to ac- 


cuſe the Miniſiry, and alarm the Nation; or if he did, 
he retracted it. Either ke wanted Will to undertake, 
or Courage to ſtand to it. And as to his Preaching 
Paſſive Obedience, what particular Merit can there be 
in that, when hunſelf confeſſes, and lahours to prove, 
that it has been no leſs defended by every Orthodox 
Divine ſince the Reformation 2 Where then are your 
Grounds for ſo ſingtlar Acclamations & And what is 
there here above meer Chance, if the hig gs mind- 
ing to hang themſelves, hap'ned upon this Jree among 


Jen Thouſand of the fame? This, you will ſay, al- 


lows the Doctor to be however the Inſtrument of the 


great Alteration, So the ſtarting of a Hare has been 
> 


the gaining of a Pier; and the gag ling of a Gooſe 


the {aving of the Capitol. However, 1 would willingly 
honour this lucky Man; but you will forge me to. 
worſhip him: I would yield to rank him above ſome 
of his Superiours in Dignity and Preferments; but 
r „ 5 nothing 


© 49-) 


nothing will ſerve him but the Preference to alt; 
jt muft be Saul bis Thouſands, and David his Ten 
Thouſands. ; | . 

HOWEVER, I believe for the time to come, 
we ſhall agree better about the Doctor: I have juſt 
now read his late Sermon on the 29th of May; 
where I find he has ſerved his once beloved Doctrine, 
the ſame Trick as moſt of his Predeceſſors, the A, 
ſerters of it. Now it has ſerved his Turn, he has 
(not very ee , indeed) ſpurn'd it {from him. 
That I may prove this, as well as ſay it, I will, un- 
der Favour, preſume to make ſome few Remarks on 
the ſaid Sermon. : 

THE general Notions I have of this Sermon, are 
as follows. 

1. AS far as it concerns Deifts and Free-think- 
ers, &c. who have corrupted and depraved the Anti- 
paſſiue Arguments into Scepticiſin and Inſideliy on one 
ſide, and Libertiniſm and Rebellion on the other, 
[ cannot ſay, but the Author diſcovers a Nella 
Leal, But, | 


2. AS he infinuates no Medium betwixt ſuch In- 


Fidele and the High-flyers, and intimates that all Pre- 
tences to Liberty (except what is Spiritual) are Pre- 


tences to Immmuy from Laws, and Exemption from all 
Civil Obligations, ſo far he 1s craftily abuſive, But, 
3. AS he afterwards repents and aſſerts hywan 
Liberty himſelf; as he affirms the Obligation of the 
Prince (as well as of the People) to the tated Laws 


of any Government; and as he recommends our Con- 
ſtitution ( as particularly calculated (ſays he) for the 


true Libeaty of the Subject, as well as the Honour of 
the Prince) to our Eſteem, our Love, and our De- 


fence : 


( 14) 
Fence; he ſeems as ambitious to outdo Mr. Hoadly 
with the F bzgs, as to undo him with the Tories. 
BUT EF will new be a little more particular. 
IN the 12th Page, he hand{omly proves the Di- 
-wine Right of Governments; which I do not know 
that Mr. Hoadly himſelf ever deny'd : But, as the | 
latter affirms it of all Governments in general (what: 
ever be the Form, e*c.) ſo does this Doctor. Theſe | 
are his Words, The very Conſtitution of all Laws (in ä 
general you ſee) are founded upon, and reſolvable | 
into them, viz, the Obligations fo the Creator. 
IN the lower end of the ſame Page, conſidering | 
Government under a political View, he thus affirms; 
It can never be ſuppoſed that it (Government) ſhould 
leave its Subjects arbitrary Judges of the Equity of its 
Lews, after their Eftabliſhment, ſo as to obey or diſ- 
obey them, as they think fit. This Aſſertion (tho' an 
excellent one) receives all its Force from the Argu- 
ment immediately following: Suffer me then to place 
an Aſſertion parallel to this, and then ſee whether 
the Argument that follows, does not conclude as 
ſtrongly for me, as for the Doctor himſelf. It can 
never be ſuppoſed that any Government (eſpecially 
ftated as ours 1s) ſhould leave its Prince an arbitrary 
Judge of the Equity of its Laws, after their Eſt a- 
vliſhment, ſo as to execute or diſpence with them as he 
thinks fit (So much for Aſertiuns: Now here comes 
in the Doctor's Argument to prove both). For this 
would be to ſuppoſe à Power not only exempt from, but 
ſuperiour to the Laws, which would take away thei; 
Force, and render al! Government precarious, and con- 
ſequently uſeleſs. | | 
THUS you ſee, how hravely the Doctor main- 
_ tains the Authority of the Fundamental Laws of any 
e Ge- 
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Government, Nay, in the very next Page, after he 


had wiſely expos d the Pretenees of thoſe who claim 


a natural Rights to be Lawleſs, &c. leaſt he ſhonld be 
taken up on ſuſpicion of Arbitrary Meaſures, he thus 
Apologiſes: I would not have this Argument miſ- 
* underftood, or miſapply'd, to juſtify ſuch Conſe- 
* quences, as may ſeem to be drawn * fe it, to the 
y Ne of Human Liberty. For tho' Mankind 
have no Rights but what they receive from GOD, or 
thoſe delegated by him; yet, where thoſe Rights 
are inveſted in them by His Authority, they ought 
not to be taken away, ot deſtroy'd, by the Uſurpa- 
tion, or ill Management, of a Tyranical or Arhitra- 
ry Governor. And an humble Submiſſion for Con- 
ſcience ſake, to Higher Powers (in general) and a 
due uſe of the RIGHTS which GOD hath given, 
© both to Princes and Subjects, is fo far from tending 
to Slavery, that it is the moſt effectual Security a- 
gainſt it. 

WE are oblig'd to the Doctor for another Argu- 
ment in the very next Words. Then as to Human 
Conſtitution ( ſays he) Is not every Man by being 
* born under any ſtated Governmert, and owing his 
Protection to it, ſubject as ſuch to all the Laws and 
Cenſtitutions (fill Laws end Conſtitutions) of that 
Government? This I will readily grant the Doctor, 
upon Condition he will not deny the Parallel; vis. Is 
not every Prince, by ſucceeding into any ftated Govern- 
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ment, and owing his Succeſſion to it, ſubject as ſuch to 


all the Laws and Conſtitutions of that Government ? 

A little farther (p. 14.) the Superiority of the Laws 
is again aflerted, And, as he ſays, our Rights and 
Properties are to be look d on, indeed, as Original 
Grants from the Crown, ſo they are to be held only Con- 

| 5 ditionaliy 


(16) 

ditionally and in Subjection to the Laws, (That is, 
they are to be claim'd or aſſerted no farther than thoſe 
Laws grant em.) Which Laws, ſays he, Hand as a 
Guard of the Royal Prerogatives on one hand, and of 
the Liberties and Poſſeſſions of the People on the other, 
I ſhould fcarce have ventur'd to have utter'd theſe 
Words upon my own Authority! It cannot be ſaid 
more of a Duke of Venice, than that he is guarded b 
the Laws from invading the Liberties and Poſſey/rons 

of his People. Here is Refeffance with a witneis! For 
XK where a Guard is impos d, there mult be preſum'd, 
not only Superiority, but a threat'ned Violence. That 
do not miſtake the Doctor's Meaning in theſe Words, 
the very next will manifeſt; From whence tis Evident, 
that an Immunity from theſe Laws, (whether in Prince 
or People) mit deſtroy both, (vis. Prerogatives and 
Privjledges) overturn the very Foundations of Govern- 
ment, and bring in ſuch a Confuſion, as will baniſh all 
Peace, Civility and Humanity, out of the World. 
Which, well confider'd, ſeems to hint at a Neceſſity 
(on Occaſion) of ſomething worſe than the Revolution, 

IN the 15th Page, he gives us as great an Encomi- 
um on Liberty as Words can expreſs. And after an 
Intimation (for an Excuſe, as it were, of what was 
ſaid formerly) that he has been miſunderſtood, or 
falſly interpreted on theſe Points, he has theſe re- 
markable Words: ls there any Reaſon to be aſ- 
* fign'd, why we ſhould not as much love and value 
Liberty as they? Can they imagin us ſuch Fools, 
as to facrifice our Eaſe and Intereſt for nothing; to 
make our ſelves Beaſts of Burden, and to court Ser- 
vility, Fetters and Miſery, only by way of Com- 
* plement to our Superiours? No, this is their 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, &c; (This is their falſe 

Interpretation 
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Interpretation of my \ Words {poken innocenily, . ö 
never deſign d to injure the Rights of my Native * 


Country any more than Ben. Hoadly 8. 
I could ſhew you more to the fame Purpoſe; 
but am loath to grieve you roo much. But you ſee 
'tis plain, that the Doctor is on our fide. I declare be- 
fore GOD, and appeal to Man, that I never maintain'd 
or aſſerted more] So that tis undeniable, either that 
the Doctor Has recanted, or that you and 1 miſappre- 
vended him. For, I ſay, 'tis plain that the Doctor re- 
nounces your Principles, and profeſſes himſelf of mine: 
He declares the Perſons whom he hath been falling 
out with are the Sect of Freechinkers , and ſuch as 
pretend to an {mmmity from Laws, and 4% Obl; gati- 
ons to Civil Governments, So that without more to 
do, I demand to be admitted, or that the Doctor de 
hence-forth excluded your Party. Here is a Flach 
Swan (tha' no rara avis) for your bite Crow,  : 
By this Inſtance you ſee the Force of Truth and 
Conſciencel When a Man is angry indeed, he will utter 
and ſtand to very #range Abſurdities, but now the 
Doctor is in a better Himour we have more of his Mind. 
15 not then any longer ſupport your {elves with the 
regs of that Spleen which himſelf now deteſts. Do 
not ſo tenaciouſly aſſert thoſe Maxis, by which you 
know the Ig norant arc buboPd, and the U 7ſe (if en 
may be called wie) ſelf- condomn'd. As for my own. 
Part (if my Salvation depended on it) I cannot poſli⸗ 
bly ſcrew my ſelf up into your ſenceleſs Raptures: I 
am not ignorant how I ſufter in my Reputation for dis- 
ſent ing from you. I know I have been drefs'd in the 
whole Attite of the Doctors Epithecs, only for now 
and then offering a word or two on the Foreſaid Sub- 
jects, At the fame time ] could never ſee the leaſf 
. 6 Abſur- 
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Abſurdity or Ill Conſequence that could be juſtly 
drawn from my Opinions. I have weigh'd and con- 
ſider'd every Argument you have ofter'd, and cannot 
alter my Sentiments. Tis true, I have been brief in 
this preſent Paper; for | would not vex you with a 
Review of thoſe Arguments which have been never 
Auſwer'd; nor is it neceſſary for me to enter into a 


loſg Detail of the Controverſy, when this ſhort Sight 


* er e 
of your 4bſurdities and Contraditiions will juſtity my 


rejecting them. Tho! after ail, I conſeſs it is againit 
my will, that I am at Variance with you. There is 
omething in the Character of a Truc-Churchman ſo 
lovely and deſirable, that Jam ſorry, tho but in your 


Judgments, to be depriv'd of it. 
I know you will object (for any thing you will catch 
at) that notwithſtanding the pretended Reprgnancy of 


my Principles to the Tories, yet, that | have ſometimes 
given my Vote or Intereſt for ſuch in Parliament. 
This Fact I.confels, and {not to depart from that per- 
feX Sincerity, with which 1 have written the reſt of 
this Paper) I will give you my true Reaſons for it. 

1. THE well-meant Zeal of ſuch Men (for many 


ſuch there are) for the Church of England have caug'd * 


me to forgive, tho not to imbrace their ſmall Firrors, 
2. | have found theſe wrong Notions in Government 
to be the leſs dangerous, for that (as Experience thews 


us) the greateſt Advocates for them are ready enough, 
on OCcation, to renomnce them. 


3. SOME TFhiezs (or fone ſa call d) have car- 


ry'd their Opinions or Arguments too far on the other 
fide, eſpecially in Matters of Religion, where Errors 
are molt dangerous, and moſt to be caution'd againſt 
by every Clergy-man. & 
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THESE were frankly and truly my Reaſons for 
| ſhewing my ſelf (on ſuch Occaſions) of the Tory Party. 
It is not my entire Approbation of their Principles ; 
\ but perhaps he that oppoſes them hath no Principles at 
Ty all. I confeſs there are many who call themſelves 
Hhig gs, (I wiſh there were no Tories of the ſame 
Stamp) who have brought a Scandal upon every ho- 
neſt Man who ſhares that Appellation. Too great 
Power and Preſperity has corrupted ſoine, and Doctor 
Sacſ ge has taught you to condernn all; (to him there- 
fore, and their preſent Circumſtances, J leave them, in 
order to Repenrance) But as far às I have been ac- 
quainted with them, the Majority of them are far 
other than you repreſent them. Their Principles J 
take to be theſe: | : | 
As ſouc Religion or other (even were there no ſuch 
thing as Divine Revelation) is fa their Opinion 44 ſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the well. governing of any Natiom, fo 
they think the CHriſtian Religion, and particularly 
the Chinch of England is of all others (even of its ow1 
Nature, beſides the Addition of its Divine Authority 
and Congruity with God's Word) the beſt qualify'd 
for that end, 
THO they are loth to affirm, that there can be 
no Chriſtian, or no Salvation by Chriſt, where there. 
is not the Epiſcopal Hierarchy , yet they are fully per 
ſwaded, that £piſcepacy is entirely agrecable to the 
 Primizive Conſlitut ions, moſt exactly calculated for the 
regular Government and Edification of Chriit's Church, 
and ſo particularly ſquar'd to the Cruz] Government of 
1 this Kingdom, that they would be ready to venture 
their Lives in its Defence. YN | 
_ AS for thoſe who Ant from us, they woulé 
neither take away their 1 9l-ration, nor give them En-g- 
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couragement; they would by no means perſecutè, and 
much leſs promote them. But as for Deiſts, Free- 
Thinkers, Scoffers, &c. who ſet up for Mito, by ſay- 
ing that with their Tongues, which David's Fool only 
aid in bis Heart; they look upon ſuch not only as 
Rebels to their Maker, and Apoſtates from their Savi- 
pur, but as T7eytors totheir Country; and (ſince nei- 
ther Conſcience, Duty, nor even Intereft, can be 
pleaded for. them) they would rejoyce to ice them 
puniſh'd by the Government as miſchievous Impo- 
tors, and kick d out of Society as common Cheats 
and Corrupters of Mankind. | 
A THE Frelifh Monarchy, as Dr. Sac hemi has guard- 
ei it, (this Phraſe of his, I know, will pleaſe you bet- 
i ter than to ſay, zix'd or limited ) They believe (with 

the Doctor) to be the happieit Form of Government in 
the World, and therefore they eſtcein it worthy their | 
Care to preſerve and maintain it. And as above al! f 
things they abhor ſtirring up Sedittors and Rebellious 
Humors, and exciting the People to Cenſure their Su- 
periors; ſo tley would not complement or flatter their | 
Prince into Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, or ſell the 
Rights and Liberties of their Country for a baſe Pro- 
ſpect of private Intereſt, Honour, or Preferment. What- 
ever ſhould happen, they would pay all potlible Reve- 
rence and Veneration to the Perſon of their Ning; and 
as a greater Cauſe would not tempt them to wiſh 
for more than was done at the Revolnzon; fo a leis { 
veould not provoke them tg do ſo much. . | 


FOR divers Reaſons they rejoyce that the Sa- 
ion to our Crown is Hereditary; but they cannot 
beo ſorry, if there are Proviſions in our Laws to pro- 
zent the Nation's being prfieſs'd by ſuch, who may be 
themlelves apparently prepufſeſS'd:by the Hoon, 1 
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IN ſhort, they highly eſteem the Pleaſure of their 
Prince, but with a warmer Zeal the Welfare of their 
Country, The one is ſhort and 'Teinporal, the other, 
if not Eternal, yet, of eternal Conſequence. This 
therefore, they think, ought to he firſt in the Heart 
of every Engliiſh-man: No ſecond Conſiderations 
{hould make us decline this; no Intereſt, no Obligati- 
on, no Friendſhip, no Alliance, thould tempt us to ne- 
glect it. We ſhould neither be cheated by Allies, nor 
wheedled by Enemies; we ſhould neither carry on a 
I/ar for ſake of the Ditch, nor lay it hn for fake 
of the French: We ſhould admit no Alliance that will 
weaken or endanger ue, no Conmerce that will debauch 
or 7npoveritn its. 

THESE are the profeſs d Principles of ſuch 
I big go, as | have any Corre{pondence with: And tho 
(tis true) there are Fanaticks, or worſe, who affect 
to ſhelter themſelves under (and you affect to number 
in) this Party; yet it is as great Iujuſtice in you to 
charge the Errors or 1!! Deſgns of ſuch upon every 
hig g, as it would be in me to cill every High Church- 
man Jacobite or Papift. But call me what you pleaſe, 
I will not for the {ake of a little vain Appiaule either 
deny my Senſes, or belye my Thoughts. 

THIS {even Years I have had theſe Notions of 
the Engliſh Conſtitution; and as I have not met with 
one ſingle Argument that could tempt me to alter 
them; fo I challenge all Mankind to give any Inſtance 
that in Word or Practice, I have contradicted them. 
By this Scheme gn bone ff Britain may be conſiſtent 
with himſelf; and by this (and this only) J can ju- 
ſtify my own Father,” who was a worthy Clergy-man 
before, at, and after the Revolution; and has fince 
comply'd with the Oath of Abjuration, and {worn to 
the Srcceffion of the Houſe of Hannover. 


121 
- YET, notwithſtanding all this, I ſhall very readily re- 
tract my Opinions upon the firſt Conviction. I proteſt to 
you, I am prejudiced to no fide, but where appears the moſt 
Truth and Reaſon; and it any among you will be ſo charita- 


ble as to undertake to ſhew me my Errors, I ſhall be ſo far 


from being aſham'd of my Converſion, that I ſhall kiſs that 
kind Hand that is the Author of it. Do not then anſwer 

heſe Papers with Abuſes and Scurrility ; but, treat me as 
one who is ambitious of Inſtruction, and who is in every 
RNeſpect (unleſs you can find juſt Exceptions here, which l 
"requeſt of you) according to his Talent, as true a Son of the 
Church of England, and as zealous in its Iatereſt, as the 
moſt profeſs d of your own Number. Wheretore in ſhort 
| defire (I think I may demand) ot you, as Men, as Gentle- 
men, as Chriſtians, one of theſc three Favours; That you 
will either 4ſcorer to me and the World the Vilany of theſe 
Principles; or, that you will ceaſe to call the Profeſſors of 
them Whzipgs; or, at leaſt, that you will give over to call 
all Whiggs, Villains. | 


| POSTSCRIPT. 


AM ſenſible, that thoſe whom the foregoing Letter 


moſt concerns, will take leaſt Notice of it. Deſpiſin 
is the cheapeſt (and in ſome, the moſt judicious) way. ot 
anſwering. A ſcornful Look, a ſupercilious Piſh, and now and 
then perhaps the Favour of a gentle Curſe, may paſs with 
many for a handſome Reply. I here therefore Addreſs my 


{elf to the Impartial Reader, deſiring his ProteQtion againſt . 


al ſuch Critics, as ſhall think fit to condemn me before 
they have read me. | 

I. hope my Vanity will be thought pardonable, tho? I 
confeſs the Motive to this ſmall Undertaking was chiefly 
Reputation; hen at the ſame time I aſſure you, it was not 
to create, but to recover, not the Reputation of an ingenious, 


but of an honeft Man. As to my Abilities, indeed l am too 


well match'd by my Neighbours,to hafe much Strife about 


them: But as to my Integrity, judge Reader, what they 
Think of me, when they univerſally report me a fort of a 
Fanatick, or (which they have told me to my Teeth is 
worſe) a downright Whiog. Now 1 kumbly deſire that they 
woy 


i XY 7. 
would explain themſelves, upon what Reaſons they thus 


condemn me. As to my Diligence in my Miniſterial Fun- 
&ion, I appeal to all that are concern'd in it: As to my 


| 


x, Life and Converſation, I challenge even theſe my Adverſa- 
i! ries: As to Hoſpitality, Humanity, and Charity, 1 de- ) 
165 fie any one to object, unleſs he may perhaps inſinuate, that | 
' I have made too bold with my own Circumſtances : And ) 
even as to my Carriage towards Diſſenters; if I never | 

| damm d, 1 never juſtity'd them; it I have not cars, I have | 
confuted them; I have not only preach'd againſt them, . 


but I have conferr'd with them; I have written to them, 

and indeed made ſuch Challenges, that ſome of thoſe who 

reproach me as a Fanatick, would be afraid to be my Se- 

conds. Tis hard a Man ſhould be forc'd to ſay ſo much of 

(the worſt Subject he can handle) himſelf. I cannot deny 

but l have ſome Friends, who are ready enough to give me 

: more than my Due in the *foreſaid Particulars ; bur till 

the Concluſion ( But he & damn d Whigg ) ruins all: This 

little Leaven for ever ſoures my whole Character; it fill 

points me out as ſome common Enemy, and is the Watceh- 

8f word that raiſes the whole Poſſe of Tories againſt me. *Tis 
thought a Scandal to offer any thing in my Defence or Fa- 

vour ; Men make their Court, by making me their Sub- 

' { . jc of Satyr or Slander; and *tis look'd on as a Matter of 
(ee publick Merit, to fix on me any Abuſe or Indignity : (In- 
ſtances'I could give, not only Verbal, but Practical: But 

I ſhall not return Evil, &c.) | 

I Els therefore is the true Cauſe of my troubling the 
World with theſe trite Subjects. 1 know, and the Searcher 
of Hearts knows, that I never intended or wiſhed for 
other, than the Proſperity of my Church, and the Welfare 
of my Country: Wherefore my Accuſers either wilſully 
abuſe me, or elle they are miſtaken in my Principles. 
have therefore publiſh'd *em, together with my Reaſons 
for them, that it may henceforth appear to the Impartial 
*Obſerver, where lies the Injury. It I am a Whig, I have 
fairly ſhew'd you the Opinions of ſuch a one: If theſe Opi- 
nions are Hetredox or Abſurd, I ſhall moſt readily re- 
nounce them, when ſome charitable Hand: hath as inge- 
nuouſly confuted, as I hays confeſſed them. * 


* 


nen | 
. SOME indeed may objed (for ſuch I have met with) 
that tho theſe Not ions are juſt and truc, yet they ought not to 
be confeſs'd, but that we muſt withhold them from the Vulgar, 


legit bad Uſes be made of them, &c. Were this to be 


granted; yet theſe Men would do well to conſider, that 


there is a great Difference betwixt Concealing a Truth, 
and Aſſertinz, a Lye; and they would then grant it to be 
more juſtifiable to preach Paſſive Obediance (as I do) in ge- 


neral Terms) without mentioning Exceptions, Cc: than 
on every Occaſion to bring in Reſtarce, only to condemn 
Every poſſible Inſtance of, it. If chere are ſuch Secrets and 


——ſyſtc; in this Doctrine, why will not the Aferrers of 


theni, ſuffer them to be dormant ? Why are they for ever 
reſtleſs in torturing us to a Diſcovery of them? And 
why cannot a Man hear a Sermon at an Aſſize, Viſitation, 
or any other publick Occaſion, without eternal inſulting 


Repetit ions of Non-reſiſt ance ? But alter all, I cannot ſee or 


belicve that we have any Occaſion of ſuch Hypecriſy or Diſ- 
ſimulation. I know of no Arcanam in our Conſtitution, 
or Myſtery.in our Religion, but may lie boldly proclaim'd 
and juſtify\d to the World. We have no need of Ignorumc e 


to produce, or Craſt or Diſguiſe to ſupport our Zeal. They 


that ſay otherwiſe, do but too much encourage the Impu- 
tation of Prieſt- craſt. that is of Late ſo impudently thrown 


upon us. To have Deſigns we dare not own, or Doctrines., n 


we fear to acknowledge, what is it, but to put our ſelves 
upon the Levcl with the Prieſts of Idols or Impoſtors ? The 
Church of England needs no ſuch Ayr, but may be expos'd 
to View in its Native Beauty in the Markets, or on the 


J Aeuſe-taps. If we her Children wouid ſpeak as we think, 


and act as we fpcak, we might eaſily deſpiſe the vain Ef- 
forts of all ſarts of Gain-ſayers, I do not affirm, that every 


& Subject is a-like ſcaſonable, or to be always preſs'd with 
equal Freedom or Application: But this I do declare; 

that l ſce no Occaſion of Preaching or Writing what is con- 
-rrary to my Judgment; that 1 will change my Principles, 
before Iwill deny them; that I have wo Article of Faith, 
bus what I am as ready to give an Account of to Man, as I an 
ſure to anſwer for it to Gd. FI NTS. 


ERR A T A. 5 Page 9, Line 15. dele wor, 1. 16. after 47 | 
add got, Pro, L. 4. dele the firſt word been. 
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